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The text presented here is a papyrus contract from the collection of the
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. For permission to publish the
document, and for invaluable aid in deciphering and interpreting it, I
should like to express my gratitude to Professor H. C. Youtie.

In this unusually complex agreement, Demetrius, son of Theon,
leases to one Thodnios! at least four parcels of land. The top of the
papyrus is lost, so that one cannot be certain whether still more
properties may not have been mentioned earlier in the contract.2 The
surviving text distinguishes the following plots:

1. Land to be sown in aracus, at a rent of two artabs of wheat per
aroura (lines 1-2).

2. Land to be sown in barley, at the same rent (line 2, with note ad loc.).
This property was to be leased again the following year at the increased
rent of five artabs of wheat per aroura (lines 33-36).

3. A &udpu§ to be sown in grass for fodder, the crop to be shared
equally by lessor and lessee (lines 3-6).3

4. Six arourae of dry land which the lessee was to prepare for future
cultivation. In performing this work he was to have use of a yoke of
oxen supplied free of charge by the lessor.  As the task of reclamation was
scheduled after seedtime, no harvest could be expected; and accordingly
no rent was required (lines 7-10).

I Or Thobnis; cf. note to line 14.

21t is very likely that at least one additional plot was involved in the agreement; see
the notes to line 3.

3 For juristic discussion of such examples of “ Teilpacht” see J. Herrmann, Studien zur
Bodenpacht im Recht der graeco-aegyptischen Papyri, Miinch. Beitr. 41 (Miinchen 1958)

204 ff.; D. Hennig, Untersuchungen zur Bodenpacht im ptolemisch-romischen Agypten
(Dissert. Miinchen 1967) 6-7.
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It was incumbent on the lessee to free the land of a weed called
kypéris; in return for carrying out this task, his rent was to be reduced
by eight artabs of wheat. This atleast is the most natural interpretation
of the arrangement which in lines 11-14 is expressed as a sale of wheat by
the lessor to the lessee, if one may equate the value of the lessee’s
labor with the price which the lessor acknowledges receiving for the
wheat.# The lessee had in addition the unusual obligation to furnish
the lessor with a special dinner in Pachon, the month of harvest
(lines 14-16).

The phraseology of the contract indicates that it comes from the
Oxyrhynchite Nome.5 This origin would be consistent with the
mention of Little Panchylis in line 16.6

Together with the top of the papyrus there has been lost a clause
stating the duration of the contract, but the provision to renew the
lease for part of the land “next year” (els 76 elowov éros, lines
34 £.) shows that the bulk of the property was rented only for the

single year in which the agreement was drawn up, 4/3 B.C.
[+8].ep....p8 .[£5] EvAaproe dpfd]i[w]

éxdoploy [t]7s kpiBfj kal dpdrov dva. mupod aprdfas 8vo,
mdoas 8¢ éy yeoperplas €€ dpboywviov: Ty 8¢ dud-
puya Evdaprjoer xSpTov €’ Huiaéa dor’ éxew éxdrepov

s €€ ioov 76 fuiov* 6 8¢ Anuritpios é€eL 70 adrod Huov
keroppévoy vmd 100 Bodwios Tols éavrod dvpAdpacy(v):
Tas 8¢ mpdrepov Neomrodéuov dpovpas € yepooko-
mioel 0 pepofwpévos €’ & 6 AnuijTpios mapéferar
adTd perd TV kaTacmopdy Tavpikov {edyos wexpu

10 70D xe[pojoxomnbijvar Tavras ywpis piobod. drivdu-

va 7a é[kp]dpia mavros kwdtvov. Spodoye<i> 8¢ 6 Anpai-
Tpos Ex[e]w mapd 1o Bodvios Tewpay mupol dprafdv
Skt €[l]s Adyov kummporopias, ds mapadééerar ad-

7 dmo Tév éxdopiwy. Sdaer 8¢ 6 Bodvios T

15 Adnun[r]piwe omérav aiphrar & Aypsjrpios év 7@ Iayw(v)

4 Other instances of financial compensation by lessor to lessee in exchange for land
improvement are discussed by Herrmann, Bodenpacht, 131 ff.

5 The closest parallels are P.Oxy. 14.1628 (73 B.C.); 2.277 (19 B.C.); 8.1124 (A.D. 26);
and PSI 9.1029 (A.D. 52). Typically Oxyrhynchite expressions are pointed out in
notes to lines 1, 10-11, 13, and 16-17. Other Oxyrhynchite leases may be found in the
lists given by Herrmann 247 fF., and Henning 173 ff.

6 The name Panchylis has previously been found only in two Oxyrhynchite texts

cited in the note to line 16; ITaywdhis 7 pikpd isnew. It is not, however, the location
of the farmland, but the place where the dinner for the landlord is to be held.
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3 ’ 2 ~ M 4 1\ \
iorwatfopfiav els Ilaykd)\w Ty pikpdy. éav 8¢ mpa-
x07 6 pewobwpélvo]s els T6 dnudorov 7 [€fis dAo Tu
A3 -~ 4 (4 hY ~ ’ N ~ -~
kaf’ Sprivodv Tpémoy [bm]ép Tod AnunTplov [ Ti]s yis
(4 ’ 3 \ -~ 3 ’ -~ \ ~
vmodoyeitw dmo 7[@v] éxdopiwy. Tdv 8¢ kfa]pmdv
20 mdvrw[v klvpievérw S Anpijrpios kai of wap’ adrod
éws Td avTod kopionTar kai BefatovTw adrd v
pioffwoiy mdon Pefaidioer- BePaiovuéims 8’ adris
3> ’ ~ I3 \ ’ 3 ~ ~ k]
dmodfSrw] Téd Anuyrpiew To. ékddpia év & ITaidwv gis
A A} ¥ 3\ ~ \ \ ’ k) ’
76 io[i6v] éros éml Tdv mepl T6 Aeidov émoikiov
25 dAwy Tupdv véov kabapov ddadov drpifov pérpew
TeTpaxowikw 7@ T0d Godwios 1) dmoTeiodTw
rewp[nv] éxdoT<ns dpr>dPns s éav m) dmodd xalkod Spayud(’s)
I3 9\ ’ k] ¥
rerp[afkioxedias: s 8 éav karalimy els domopoy
9 ’ ~ ~ » -~ M I3
76 éxgpiov Sumdodv: 10D & évkaralimelv Ty yewpyia(v)
30 xwpifs T]dv mpokeipévwy émiteipov dpyvplov Spax(pas)
Siakoaias kal eis T0 Syudoiov Tas ioas. 1) 8¢ mpatis éor(w)
7 Anuntpiw éx Te Tod pepobwpévov kai éx TV
dmapx[éJvrwy adrod mdvrwy kabdmep éy Sikns. Tds
3¢ 10s kpibijs dpodpas wobdoerar 6 Poddvios els T6
k] \ ¥ \ /7 / ] 4 ¢ ’ 3 ’
35 €lowv éros Kkal Tedéoer TodTwy exddpiov éxdoTns dpofYpys)
mupod dprdfas mév[t]e. kupia 7 picbwors.
(érovs) k{ Kaioapos, Afdp y
(2nd hand)
Anprirpros Oéwvos pepiofwra ke éxywe
Y TYpY &V 10 TYpod dpraBdv dkrd, ds
\ 7, 3y -~ 3 ’ \
40  kal mapadéfopar éx 7@V éxdopiwv kabws
mpokeirar. (€rovs) ki Kaioapos, A00p y

2. dpdkw 3. éx yewpetplas 4. xopTw
12. @odiwios corrected from @éwvos; Tipry
14. After 7 is a filler stroke.
24. elowdv, but cf. text below.
25. ddodov 27. Tyujv; wif 28. Terparioyilas
3y 7 3 \ ¥
30. émitypov 33. €k 38. kal éyw

NOTES

1. The mutilated passage is discussed in the note to line 2.

§vAaprjoe: the use of this word for sowing indicates an Oxyrhyn-
chite origin for the text. See Hennig, Bodenpacht, p. 42 with note
8 on p. 123; 43; 45 with note 37 on p. 125; 47.
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ap[d]x[w]: a legume which is mentioned often in papyri, but which
has never been satisfactorily identified. Cf. M. Schnebel, Die Landwirt-
schaft im hellenistischen Agypten, Miinch. Beitr. 7 (Miinchen 1925)
183 ff.; P. Lugd-Bat. 11.8, 11 note.

2. [T]7s kpBf) kal apdrov (read dpdrew ): with [7]4s understand
yijs. The end of line 1 speaks only of sowing aracus; land planted
with barley must therefore have been mentioned earlier, in the lost or
mutilated portion of the text. Before {vAaurjoer one might then
expect T 8y [dAw], Tow 8 [Tpirmy], vel sim. (sc. opayida or
other feminine word for a parcel of land), to distinguish the field of
aracus from the other property; but the remnants of ink do not
particularly support such a reading. Traces eatlier in the line are not
compatible with any case of «kpif).

3. mdoas O8¢: with mdoas understand dpovpas. Since mdoas
stands in contrast to [7]7s kpiffj kai dpdrov, there must have been at
least one parcel of land which was to be surveyed in addition to the
fields of aracus and barley. Conceivably the land meant is simply the
Su@pvé and the six arourae once held by Neoptolemus: these were no
doubt mentioned in the beginning of the contract, though the terms
on which they were to be farmed are not stated till lines 3 ff.  But the
Grecek phrasing does not encourage this interpretation, and a survey
of the canal and dry land seems rather pointless (cf. following note).
More probably one should infer that the lost text included reference
to one or more further pieces of land rented at a set charge per aroura,
but at a different rate from that for the aracus and barley.

éy yeopetpias (read éx yewperplas): “in accordance with a
survey, as fixed by survey;” for the construction cf. E. Mayser,
Grammatik der griechischen Papyri aus der Ptolemderzeit, 2.2 (Berlin and
Leipzig 1934) 388-89. Frequent new surveys were needed in Egypt
especially because of the annual flood, which could produce rapid
changes in the features of the land: cf. A. C. Johnson, Roman Egypt
to the Reign of Diocletian (Vol. 2 of Tenney Frank’s Economic Survey
of Ancient Rome, [Baltimore 1936]) 20 ff. In leases, clauses which
provide for a survey are associated with land rented at a fixed rate per
aroura and are apparently meant to protect the lessee from paying such
a rent based on a false estimate of the cultivable land area; see Herr-
mann 163 f.; cf. also P.Oxy. 3.499, 17 note. This being so, it is
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unlikely that the parties to this contract intended to undergo the
expense of surveying the canal leased on a half-share basis or the dry
land for which no rent was charged; cf. preceding note.

3—4. Supuya: presumably the bed of a canal which had gone dry,
since it could be cultivated.

4. Huoéa=mnpmoela: for the use of simple € instead of e to
represent closed € before a, see Mayser, Grammatik 1 (Leipzig 1906)
67-68.

I0-1I. dkivduva 7a é[kP[dpia: this clause is intended as a safe-
guard for the lessor: it requires the lessee to deliver the full rent as
stated despite possible crop failure, loss of harvest through brigandage,
or the like. See Herrmann, 143 ff.; U. Wollentin, ‘O Kvduvvos in den
Papyri (Dissert. K8ln 1961) 31 ff. and 61 ff.  The usual later Oxyrhyn-
chite formula was dxivdvva mdvra mavrds kwddvov; for éxddpia
instead of mavra cf., e.g., PSI9.1029.20 and P.Princ. 3.147.16. Outside
the Oxyrhynchite Nome a further phrase was regularly added, xal
avvmdéloya mavtos SmoAdyov, vel sim.

II. opodoye<i>: various circumstances in which e might be
reduced to € in Greco-Egyptian koiné are listed by Mayser, Grammatik
1. 67-71, but none of them apply here. In view of the scribe’s invari-
able use of the correct -e ending elsewhere in the text (lines 1, 4, §, 8,
14, 35) it seems better to assume that ¢ was omitted by mere error
than to read dpoldoye as a vulgar equivalent of Spodoyet.

I1-14. opmoloye<i> k7A.: the phrasing is that of a conventional
sale of wheat with payment in advance of delivery, for which see F.
Pringsheim, Greek Law of Sale (Weimar 1950) 268-86. But cf.
introduction.

13. kvmmpoTouias: addendum lexicis. The weed «dmypis is
mentioned in P.Oxy. 2.374 (A.D.6): émdvaykov 0¢ Tov ue[p]i-
[o0wp]évov kummpodoyricew kal mapadodvar Tdr AdVpwr T
yiv kl[abBlapav dmo kvmijpews. Cf. kUmepis, kUmepov, kimepos,
rvmepos; Schnebel, Landwirtschaft 118-19. The present text and the
Oxy. passage just cited are the only attestations of the spelling in -7-.

14. 6 Godvios: genitive Gowwios (lines 6, 12, 26) indicates nomina-
tive Godwis, but nominative @odivios is found also in line 34. Varia-
tion in the form of names is common in papyri: cf. the variants of
Abinnaeus in P.Abin. p. 6; P.Mich. 8.490, 1 note; P.Cair.Isid. 113,



494 JOHN C. SHELTON [1970

I note; P.Petaus 12, 2~6 note; 59, 16 note. The endings -is and -tos
were often interchanged; cf. D. J. Georgacas, CP 43 (1948) 243 ff.

15. Ilayd)(v): 26 April-25 May, the chief harvest month. Cf. note
to line 23.

16. ioTwat[opfiav: this, not éoriartoplav, is the only spelling
thus far found in the papyri. The requirement to give the landlord a
meal has not occurred before, but is analogous to the “extras” well
known in leases; cf. Herrmann 114 ff.; S. Eitrem, “ 2mov87, @al)ds,
and Other Extra Payments in Papyri,” SO 17 (1937) 26 ff.

Ioykddw v pukpdy: not previously attested, but cf. ITavkdAis
(P.Oxy. 4.732.5) and Ilavkdhs Amarod (P. Merton 1.36.7; cf. 24).

16-17. éav 8¢ mpaxfije kTA.: cf. P.Oxy. 2.277.8 ff.; 8.1124.3 ff.;
14.1628.21 ff.; PSI 9.1029.21 ff. For corresponding but slightly
different formulae outside the Oxyrhynchite Nome cf. PSI 10.1098.
29 ff. (Arsinoite); P.Amh. 2.85.11 ff. and 86.14 ff. (Hermopolite).

23. 70 ékddpia: since this term is later described as mupds (line
25), it includes the rental for the land in barley and aracus, but not the
half share of the grass crop.

ITadve: 26 May—24 June. The usual month for grain deliveries,
after the harvest in Pachon; cf. Schnebel 164; Montevecchi, Aeg. 24
(1944) 144.

23-24. €is 70 lo[wov] éros: the text as it stands can only mean
that the rent for crops grown in year 27 of Augustus (4/3 B.c.), and
therefore harvested in the spring of 3 B.c., was not to be paid until a
year later, Payni of 2 B.c. This is too extraordinary to be true: such
an arrangement could not be intended as special compensation to the
lessee for his unusually extensive labor, because lines 19-21 reserve
ownership of the crop for the lessor (i.e., prevent the lessee from con-
suming it) until the rent is paid. It is simplest to assume that eis 70
iofwov] éros is a slip for ToD éveordTos éTovs.

24. 70 Aeidov émoikiov: unknown outside this text. The proper
name has previously occurred in papyri only in BGU 7.1716.7, where
it is spelled AfjAos. The Onomasticon reports an apparent by-form
Aeds as being found in P.Merton 1.27, but the Merton papyrus reads
the common deidas.

25-26. pétpw . ..7d T0d Godwios: ordinarily when grain payments
are to be made by a measure in private possession, the latter belongs to
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the lessor or a third party. The only other instance known to me in
which the lessee’s measure is to be used is P.Princ. 3.147.26 f. Cf. in
general Herrmann 103 ff.; Hennig 13 ff.

27-28. xaAko?d dpaxua(’s) Terp[aJkioxetdias: this penalty price
for an artab of wheat is found also in PSI 10.1099 (Oxyrhynchus,
6/s B.c.). For evidence on wheat prices see P.Sarap. pp. 327 ff.

28. fs & éav katalimy els domopov T6 ékddpiov Bumdodv: cf.
P.Oxy. 8.1124. 14 f.: Tfis 8 amo Evdaudys «[ai] éxpop[io]v Sumdody,
where 7/d] should be read instead of «fa(].

29. évkatalumely T yewpyla(v): cf. P.Oxy. 8.1124, 15~16 note.

30. dpyvpiov: cf. line 27 above, where a price is reckoned in
copper. Concerning copper vs. silver currency see L. C. West and
A. C. Johnson, Currency in Roman and Byzantine Egypt (Princeton 1944)
13 ff. In the time of Augustus the rate of exchange for copper to silver
was probably 400:1.

33-34. Tas 8¢ s kpbfs apovpas: cf. line 2.

34-35. 70 €iowoy €ros: year 28 of Augustus, 3/2 B.C.

37 and 41. The date is 30 October, 4 B.C.

TRANSLATION

. . . he shall sow in aracus, at a rent for the land in barley and aracus
of two artabs of wheat (per aroura), the total land area in arourae to
be determined by survey by rectangular measurement. And he shall
sow the canal with grass on terms of equal partnership, so that each
partner equally receives half (the crop). Demetrius shall receive his
half cut by Thobnios at his own (Demetrius’s) expense. And the six
arourae which previously belonged to Neoptolemus shall be made
ready for cultivation by the lessee, on condition that after the sowing
Demetrius supplies him with a team of oxen free of charge until they
(the arourae) are ready for cultivation. The rent is free of all risk.

And Demetrius acknowledges that he has received from Thobnios
the price of eight artabs of wheat, on account of the cutting of kypéris;
and by this amount he shall reduce the rent. And Thobénios shall
provide Demetrius with a dinner at Little Panchylis whenever in
Pachon Demetrius chooses.

If the lessee is forced to pay public dues or other charges in whatever
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manner for Demetrius or the land, a deduction shall be made from the
rental. Demetrius and his assignees shall own the crops till he receives
hisrent. He (Demetrius) shall guarantee him (Thodnios) this lease with
every guarantee; and it being guaranteed, he (Thodnios) shall deliver
the rent to Demetrius in Payni next year [sic] on the threshing-floors
near the farmstead of Deilos in new, clean, unadulterated wheat,
unmixed with barley, (measured) by Thodnios’s four-choinix measure.
Otherwise, he shall pay as the price for each artab which he fails to
deliver four thousand copper drachmae. He must pay double rent
for any land he leaves unsown. For abandoning his farming he must
pay a penalty, in addition to the foregoing ones, of two hundred silver
drachmae, plus an equal amount to the state. Demetrius shall have
right of execution against the lessee and all his property as if in conse-
quence of a legal decision. And Thoénios shall lease the arourae of
barley next year, and for these he shall pay rent at five artabs of wheat
per aroura. The lease is valid.

Year 27 of Caesar, Hathyr 3.

(2nd hand) I, Demetrius, son of Theon, have granted the lease; and
I have received the price of the eight artabs of wheat, by which I shall
reduce the rent as stated. Year 27 of Caesar, Hathyr 3.
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