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The text presented here is a papyrus contract from the collection of the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. For permission to publish the 
document, and for invaluable aid in deciphering and interpreting it, I 
should like to express my gratitude to Professor H. C. Youtie. 

In this unusually complex agreement, Demetrius, son of Theon, 
leases to one Thoonios' at least four parcels of land. The top of the 
papyrus is lost, so that one cannot be certain whether still more 
properties may not have been mentioned earlier in the contract.2 The 
surviving text distinguishes the following plots: 

I. Land to be sown in aracus, at a rent of two artabs of wheat per 
aroura (lines 1-2). 

2. Land to be sown in barley, at the same rent (line 2, with note ad loc.). 
This property was to be leased again the following year at the increased 
rent of five artabs of wheat per aroura (lines 33-36). 

3. A 863pvf to be sown in grass for fodder, the crop to be shared 
equally by lessor and lessee (lines 3-6).3 

4. Six arourae of dry land which the lessee was to prepare for future 
cultivation. In performing this work he was to have use of a yoke of 
oxen supplied free of charge by the lessor. As the task of reclamation was 
scheduled after seedtime, no harvest could be expected; and accordingly 
no rent was required (lines 7-10). 
I Or Thoonis; cf. note to line I4. 
2 It is very likely that at least one additional plot was involved in the agreement; see 

the notes to line 3. 
3 For juristic discussion of such examples of" Teilpacht" seeJ. Herrmann, Studien zur 

Bodenpacht im Recht der graeco-aegyptischen Papyri, Munch. Beitr. 41 (Munchen I958) 
204 ff.; D. Hennig, Untersuchungen zur Bodenpacht im ptolemdisch-r6mischen Agypten 
(Dissert. Miinchen I967) 6-7. 



It was incumbent on the lessee to free the land of a weed called 
kyperis; in return for carrying out this task, his rent was to be reduced 
by eight artabs of wheat. This at least is the most natural interpretation 
of the arrangement which in lines 11-14 is expressed as a sale of wheat by 
the lessor to the lessee, if one may equate the value of the lessee's 
labor with the price which the lessor acknowledges receiving for the 
wheat.4 The lessee had in addition the unusual obligation to furnish 
the lessor with a special dinner in Pachon, the month of harvest 

(lines I4-I6). 
The phraseology of the contract indicates that it comes from the 

Oxyrhynchite Nome.5 This origin would be consistent with the 
mention of Little Panchylis in line i6.6 

Together with the top of the papyrus there has been lost a clause 

stating the duration of the contract, but the provision to renew the 
lease for part of the land "next year" (els rO Elamv O 'Tos, lines 

34 f.) shows that the bulk of the property was rented only for the 

single year in which the agreement was drawn up, 4/3 B.C. 

[ ? 8] . y .... v . [ ? 5] eVAa/L7zLI a p[d]ic[,)] 

EKfOplt'o [r]js7, KptO7 KaL apaKov ava Trvpov aprafas 8v'o, 
7raaa 8 cEy yEoLeTrptas fE o3poyovlov r-jv 8e 8tc,- 

pvya vAauCrajoU X0dpov" E9 7)LjucrEa ar'T EXELv ECKacTEpov 

5 Et arov rTO ,rLLOv ' 6d o ArJ'LrptOS fECt TO aVTov 7UJlCUav 

KEKOf9LIEVOV vTT roV oV owvtos roZs EcavTO vr] vlA(Lacra(v)' 
Tas 6 rpo'repov NeoTTroA`XJov apov'pas . XEPo'Ko- 
7rr7aclE 0 o eLaUOwJLevos E`f' co o A/IXj7TpLOS rTapeeTrat 
avTrc) Lra Tjv KaTracrropav TavpLKov tEvyoS tLEXPL 

10 tov XE[Pj]9Ko7T'rjvat Tav7a Xcopls JLt.ov0. aKiV8v- 
va ra '[K(o]6pLa TravrTOS KLV8Vvov. olAoye,<Z> Of d crlt7- 
TpLOS eX[E]lv 7Tapa TOV &o)Vios relrjlv ITVpOV adpraP3ov 

, 

a, [] I, 

, 

C C t , 
OiCrw E[Lr Aio'yov KVrI)poTOtLLaLS, s' frapac8eeraL at- 

T) OaTTr)V EK(f)Opl(LV. S(otT?L EV o O0OVO TCv) 

If A7JLrt[T]plt oL7roTav atpvrTal O Lj7TpLoS' eV rTu naxc0 (v) 
4 Other instances of financial compensation by lessor to lessee in exchange for land 

improvement are discussed by Herrmann, Bodenpacht, I3I ff. 
s The closest parallels are P.Oxy. 14.1628 (73 B.c.); 2.277 (I9 B.c.); 8.II24 (A.D. 26); 

and PSI 9.I029 (A.D. 52). Typically Oxyrhynchite expressions are pointed out in 
notes to lines I, I-II, 13, and 16-17. Other Oxyrhynchite leases may be found in the 
lists given by Herrmann 247 f., and Henning I73 ff. 

6 The name Panchylis has previously been found only in two Oxyrhynchite texts 
cited in the note to line 16; 1ayKXls j JuKpad is new. It is not, however, the location 
of the farmland, but the place where the dinner for the landlord is to be held. 
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UlajTaT[op]aqv Els 7ayKvAtv r7v iuLKpav. eav 8e 7rpa- 

X0) 6L, fLILaOCI/LE[vo]s EcS ro 8rLo'aov -7 [e]S daAAo 7T 

K,aL oVTl'OV^ TprOy [ir] p rvO /TplOVy [75 rfj]S y9js 

Vo7TAoyerio T7 rTO Tr[6v] ?KoppiLov. rcov SO c[a]priv 
20 7rcavrc[v K]Vyp.E.ve'rT 0 AvZ7jrptos Kal ol r'ap' avtrov 

ESw T a avrovt Ko/Lta7rat Kal teoatovTra) avrco vrv 

al a [oac] rard7 uE fcaLUEacl f3Eflatov'sv 8' avT'7s 

a7droo8[orT] TrC ZarhJrITpLi) a' CKfo'pta ev T75 laVivt es 
TO t r d 7 C s s ^ \ A O tKtO TO lCa[lOv] ETOS ?7Tl TWOV 7TEpt TO IlEAOV ETrOLKlOV 

25 ACOVuy 7rVpov veov KaOapov aoaAov aJKpLOov 'uLrTp) 

TETrpaLXolVKc Tc ) o 7 O(OvLos a7roTrEarco 

T?EtqL[7v] EKadrT<7)S ap>aT>7I f)s eav Tr 77 TTO'(8 XaAKov opaaX,d(s) 

T7Erp[a]KIcLXEtlatas 7S' S' Ea' KaTraAlTrn EIs darropov 
TO EKfPOptoV LT TrAOV TOV O' EKaTaLrTTeLv T77j yEWpyla4 ) 

30 Xcopl[s 7]v TpOKIl?VKEEV'V EM7TELTLOV apyvplov opa X((Las) 
8taKoaFas Kal Els , T r o8r1doaov ras lcas. 7q oE rpaits ar(w) 
7T z7I7f/MrTptp EK TE TO7V E?lE.kC0aWfE1J'OV KaC EK T)V 

V7rapX[od]vov avTrov^ TavrTwv KaOdcrep ey 8OKr7S'. Tas 

oE T7r KpLOSs adpovpas /taOwacoEara o Oowvios els To 

35 elaiUov Eros Kat T CeaETL o70t7vt)V EKOp' KaaYq's apo(vps') 
7TVpov apra/pas TEvr[T]E. KVpla 7q AldlaOwcls. 

(rovs) Ko Kaloapos, AOvp y 
(2nd hand) 

7)JL'qTploS @9Efv)OS Lel0ULcrOWKa Ke EXWL 

rTv Tt,Lrv rTcV TOV 7rvpov dpTaPjv OKT7o, as 
40 Kal 1rapaoe'oiLat E?K T()V EKqoptcoV KaO6s' 

TpoKELTat. (Eovs9) K; Kalcapos, A6Vp y 

2. apaKq) 3. EK yEwLEplas 4. XoPT 
12. otVowVo corrected from &'Owvos; 7tLt 

14. After TcOL is a filler stroke. 

24. etlmov, but cf. text below. 
25. dSoAov 27. Tlr7]v; Lrj 28. rerpaKLarXLAlas 

30. Em7TiLT,ov 33. EK 38. Kal EXO 

NOTES 

I. The mutilated passage is discussed in the note to line 2. 

{vAalujEat: the use of this word for sowing indicates an Oxyrhyn- 
chite origin for the text. See Hennig, Bodenpacht, p. 42 with note 
8 on p. 123; 43; 45 with note 37 on p. I25; 47. 



ap[ad]K[C]: a legume which is mentioned often in papyri, but which 
has never been satisfactorily identified. Cf. M. Schnebel, Die Landwirt- 
schaft im hellenistischen Agypten, Munch. Beitr. 7 (Miinchen I925) 
183 if.; P. Lugd-Bat. ii.8, ii note. 

2. [r]is KptO j Kal dpaKov (read padKc ): with [r] s understand 

y7s. The end of line I speaks only of sowing aracus; land planted 
with barley must therefore have been mentioned earlier, in the lost or 
mutilated portion of the text. Before evAal7qacE one might then 
expect -Trv be [a'Arlv], r. v 8 [rpIrrTv], vel sim. (sc. acpayFSa or 
other feminine word for a parcel of land), to distinguish the field of 
aracus from the other property; but the remnants of ink do not 
particularly support such a reading. Traces earlier in the line are not 
compatible with any case of KptOj. 

3. TragoaS &: with Trauasa understand apovpas. Since 7rauas 

stands in contrast to [r] 7s KPLtO Kat apaKov, there must have been at 
least one parcel of land which was to be surveyed in addition to the 
fields of aracus and barley. Conceivably the land meant is simply the 
St&pve and the six arourae once held by Neoptolemus: these were no 
doubt mentioned in the beginning of the contract, though the terms 
on which they were to be farmed are not stated till lines 3 ff. But the 
Greek phrasing does not encourage this interpretation, and a survey 
of the canal and dry land seems rather pointless (cf. following note). 
More probably one should infer that the lost text included reference 
to one or more further pieces of land rented at a set charge per aroura, 
but at a different rate from that for the aracus and barley. 

ey yEoELer7plas (read dK yecoLErp[as): "in accordance with a 

survey, as fixed by survey;" for the construction cf. E. Mayser, 
Grammatik der griechischen Papyri aus der Ptolemderzeit, 2.2 (Berlin and 

Leipzig 1934) 388-89. Frequent new surveys were needed in Egypt 
especially because of the annual flood, which could produce rapid 
changes in the features of the land: cf. A. C. Johnson, Roman Egypt 
to the Reign of Diocletian (Vol. 2 of Tenney Frank's Economic Survey 
of Ancient Rome, [Baltimore 1936]) 29 ff. In leases, clauses which 
provide for a survey are associated with land rented at a fixed rate per 
aroura and are apparently meant to protect the lessee from paying such 
a rent based on a false estimate of the cultivable land area; see Herr- 
mann 163 f; cf. also P.Oxy. 3.499, I7 note. This being so, it is 
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unlikely that the parties to this contract intended to undergo the 
expense of surveying the canal leased on a half-share basis or the dry 
land for which no rent was charged; cf. preceding note. 

3-4. Stcpvya: presumably the bed of a canal which had gone dry, 
since it could be cultivated. 

4. /,ujLaa= r = Laica: for the use of simple e instead of ec to 

represent closed e before a, see Mayser, Grammatik i (Leipzig 1906) 
67-68. 

Io-II. aKtlvvva TaL [K]o'opta: this clause is intended as a safe- 

guard for the lessor: it requires the lessee to deliver the full rent as 
stated despite possible crop failure, loss of harvest through brigandage, 
or the like. See Herrmann, I43 ff.; U. Wollentin, 'O KivSvvos in den 

Papyri (Dissert. Koln 1961) 3I ff. and 6i ff. The usual later Oxyrhyn- 
chite formula was aKv8svva Trdvra vravros KLV8vvoV; for EKiQo'pLa 
instead ofrdvtra cf., e.g., PSI 9.I029.20 and P.Princ. 3.I47.16. Outside 
the Oxyrhynchite Nome a further phrase was regularly added, Kal 

vvrro'Aoya travcwrdo vroAoyov, vel sim. 

ii. d/oAoye<b>: various circumstances in which EL might be 
reduced to e in Greco-Egyptian koine are listed by Mayser, Grammatik 
i. 67-71, but none of them apply here. In view of the scribe's invari- 
able use of the correct -EL ending elsewhere in the text (lines I, 4, 5, 8, 
I4, 35) it seems better to assume that L was omitted by mere error 
than to read o/oAoye as a vulgar equivalent of do,oAoyye. 

11-14. o/CoAoye<t> KTA.: the phrasing is that of a conventional 
sale of wheat with payment in advance of delivery, for which see F. 
Pringsheim, Greek Law of Sale (Weimar 1950) 268-86. But cf. 
introduction. 

I3. KVTrrqpoTrotFtaS: addendum lexicis. The weed KV'Tr7pLS is 
mentioned in P.Oxy. 2.374 (A.D.6): E'arrvayKov 86 rv p/[Ll-?I- 
[awcp]e'vov Kv7rrTpoAoy)crTELv Kal vrapa8ovvaL Troi AILv fo T7rj 

yijv K[aO]apav adIT KV7T'rjpws. Cf. KV7TEtpLS, KV7TrLpOV, KV7TELpos, 
KvITEpOS; Schnebel, Landwirtschaft 18-19. The present text and the 

Oxy. passage just cited are the only attestations of the spelling in -r7-. 
I4. o oWvLos:' genitive OoaVLos (lines 6, 12, 26) indicates nomina- 

tive OocWvL, but nominative OowvLos is found also in line 34. Varia- 
tion in the form of names is common in papyri: cf. the variants of 
Abinnaeus in P.Abin. p. 6; P.Mich. 8.490, I note; P.Cair.Isid. II3, 
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I note; P.Petaus 12, 2-6 note; 59, I6 note. The endings -ts and -Los 
were often interchanged; cf. D. J. Georgacas, CP 43 (1948) 243 ff. 

15. IaX(L(v): 26 April-25 May, the chief harvest month. Cf. note 
to line 23. 

i6. LartaT[op].iav: this, not eartaroplav, is the only spelling 
thus far found in the papyri. The requirement to give the landlord a 
meal has not occurred before, but is analogous to the "extras" well 
known in leases; cf. Herrmann II4 ff.; S. Eitrem, "'TTOV-s, 9aAAos-, 
and Other Extra Payments in Papyri," SO I7 (I937) 26 ff. 

IlayKviAv 'Trv lLUKpdv: not previously attested, but cf. IavKviAts 

(P.Oxy. 4.732.5) and HavKvXAs AiCmrarov3 (P. Merton 1.36.7; cf. 24). 
I6-I7. Eav A; 7rpaXOLt KrA.: cf. P.Oxy. 2.277.8 ff.; 8.II24.3 ff.; 

I4.I628.2I ff.; PSI 9.I029.2I if. For corresponding but slightly 
different formulae outside the Oxyrhynchite Nome cf. PSI Io.og98. 
29 ff. (Arsinoite); P.Amh. 2.85.1I ff. and 86.14 if. (Hermopolite). 

23. ra EKodopta: since this term is later described as rrvpos (line 
25), it includes the rental for the land in barley and aracus, but not the 
half share of the grass crop. 

Ilavvt: 26 May-24 June. The usual month for grain deliveries, 
after the harvest in Pachon; cf. Schnebel 164; Montevecchi, Aeg. 24 
(I944) I44. 

23-24. s.s to lra[tdv] '"ros: the text as it stands can only mean 
that the rent for crops grown in year 27 of Augustus (4/3 B.C.), and 
therefore harvested in the spring of 3 B.C., was not to be paid until a 

year later, Payni of 2 B.C. This is too extraordinary to be true: such 
an arrangement could not be intended as special compensation to the 
lessee for his unusually extensive labor, because lines 19-21 reserve 

ownership of the crop for the lessor (i.e., prevent the lessee from con- 

suming it) until the rent is paid. It is simplest to assume that (Es T' 

la[ov] E'os. is a slip for Tro EVEcTrTOToS &TOVS. 

24. rTO Aelov EVroKLov: unknown outside this text. The proper 
name has previously occurred in papyri only in BGU 7.I7I6.7, where 
it is spelled AZ/Aos. The Onomasticon reports an apparent by-form 
AeLAas as being found in P.Merton 1.27, but the Merton papyrus reads 
the common ZLet8s. 

25-26. Fe`rpc ... rco T0ov OOWVLOS: ordinarily when grain payments 
are to be made by a measure in private possession, the latter belongs to 
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the lessor or a third party. The only other instance known to me in 
which the lessee's measure is to be used is P.Princ. 3.I47.26 f. Cf. in 

general Herrmann 103 ff.; Hennig 13 ff. 

27-28. XaAKoV apaXdl&(s9) TrEp[a]KlcaXElAlas: this penalty price 
for an artab of wheat is found also in PSI IO.o199 (Oxyrhynchus, 
6/5 B.C.). For evidence on wheat prices see P.Sarap. pp. 327 ff. 

28. 7S 8' eav KaraAiTrr elTs aaropov Td EK,opLov &LrAov: cf. 

P.Oxy. 8.1124. 4 f.: TS .9 8' a7'r' vAa,7js Kl[at] EK(fOp[io]v 8LTrAovv, 
where r[d] should be read instead of K[al]. 

29. evKaTaA'iTrelv Trv yEwpyla(v): cf. P.Oxy. 8.1124, I5-I6 note. 

30. apyvpiov: cf. line 27 above, where a price is reckoned in 

copper. Concerning copper vs. silver currency see L. C. West and 
A. C. Johnson, Currency in Roman and Byzantine Egypt (Princeton I944) 
13 ff. In the time of Augustus the rate of exchange for copper to silver 
was probably 400:I. 

33-34. ras9 e r7s KpLO6s dpovppas: cf. line 2. 

34-35. rTO elaLOv ros': year 28 of Augustus, 3/2 B.C. 

37 and 41. The date is 30 October, 4 B.C. 

TRANSLATION 

... he shall sow in aracus, at a rent for the land in barley and aracus 
of two artabs of wheat (per aroura), the total land area in arourae to 
be determined by survey by rectangular measurement. And he shall 
sow the canal with grass on terms of equal partnership, so that each 
partner equally receives half (the crop). Demetrius shall receive his 
half cut by Thoonios at his own (Demetrius's) expense. And the six 
arourae which previously belonged to Neoptolemus shall be made 
ready for cultivation by the lessee, on condition that after the sowing 
Demetrius supplies him with a team of oxen free of charge until they 
(the arourae) are ready for cultivation. The rent is free of all risk. 

And Demetrius acknowledges that he has received from Thoonios 
the price of eight artabs of wheat, on account of the cutting of kyperis; 
and by this amount he shall reduce the rent. And Tho6nios shall 
provide Demetrius with a dinner at Little Panchylis whenever in 
Pachon Demetrius chooses. 

If the lessee is forced to pay public dues or other charges in whatever 
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manner for Demetrius or the land, a deduction shall be made from the 
rental. Demetrius and his assignees shall own the crops till he receives 
his rent. He (Demetrius) shall guarantee him (Tho6nios) this lease with 
every guarantee; and it being guaranteed, he (Tho6nios) shall deliver 
the rent to Demetrius in Payni next year [sic] on the threshing-floors 
near the farmstead of Deilos in new, clean, unadulterated wheat, 
unmixed with barley, (measured) by Tho6nios's four-choinix measure. 
Otherwise, he shall pay as the price for each artab which he fails to 
deliver four thousand copper drachmae. He must pay double rent 
for any land he leaves unsown. For abandoning his farming he must 
pay a penalty, in addition to the foregoing ones, of two hundred silver 
drachmae, plus an equal amount to the state. Demetrius shall have 
right of execution against the lessee and all his property as if in conse- 
quence of a legal decision. And Tho6nios shall lease the arourae of 
barley next year, and for these he shall pay rent at five artabs of wheat 
per aroura. The lease is valid. 

Year 27 of Caesar, Hathyr 3. 
(2nd hand) I, Demetrius, son of Theon, have granted the lease; and 

I have received the price of the eight artabs of wheat, by which I shall 
reduce the rent as stated. Year 27 of Caesar, Hathyr 3. 
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